FOR MANY OF ITS PROJECTS, AYALA FOUNDATION WORKS IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH RESPECTED LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES, ORGANIZATIONS,
AND INSTITUTIONS. THE FOUNDATION’S CENTER FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
HAS JOINED FORCES WITH A NUMBER OF PARTNERS TO MAKE SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT, THE ENVIRONMENT,
CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP AND VOLUNTEERISM, AND OTHER SPECIAL PROJECTS.

EDUCATION AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

One of Ayala Foundation’s most important achievements in 2005 was
the convening and establishment of a multi-sectoral social consortium
called Gearing up Internet Literacy and Access for Students or GILAS.
GILAS, which was launched in Cebu City during the 3rd Global Filipino
Networking Convention. aims to provide Internet connectivity to all

5,500 public high schools in the Philippines within a five-year period.

The program is spearheaded by a steering committee composed of
representatives from the Department of Education, the American
Chamber of Commerce, Bayan Telecommunications, Globe Telecom,
Smart Communications, Innove Communications, Philippine Long
Distance Telephone Company, IBM Philippines, Integrated
Microelectronics, Intel Philippines, Makati Business Club, Microsoft
Philippines, Narra Ventures, Philippine Business for Social Progress,
and SPI Technologies. It is also supported by the Philippine Star as
media partner. Ayala Foundation serves as the project secretariat.

GILAS builds on Ayala Foundation’s Youth Tech project, which piloted
the program template in 2000 and has since benefited 95,000 students.
In its first year of operation, GILAS raised almost P72 million in
donations—P22.4 million in cash and P49.6 in kind—and provided
Internet access to 221 schools, bringing the overall number of wired
schools to 727.
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Another major achievement for the foundation is the introduction of a
program that benefits the youth in Mindanao. The Education and Livelihood
Skills Alliance or ELSA aims to expand and sustain tested education and
livelihood programs to help the youth in Mindanao overcome the challenges
that they face. The alliance also aims to secure public, private, and nonprofit
partners, and ensure long-term collaborations for greater developmental
impact.

ELSA is funded by the United States Agency for International Development
through a grant fund to the International Youth Foundation. ELSA’s
members include Ayala Foundation, which is also the coalition secretariat,
Consuelo Foundation, the International Youth Foundation, Petron
Foundation, Philippine Business for Social Progress, and Seameo-Innotech.









